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solution. To the contrary, giving them
realistic goals and giving them flexi-
bility on how they are going to achieve
it is a terrific way to harness market-
based solutions and the ingenuity of
the individual States.

The administration, I have heard
from a number of people in the indus-
try, has reached out, talking to people
with electric utilities, gas, and work-
ing in terms of large industrial users.
Having those conversations with
States, red State and blue, regardless
of their energy mix, they have made it
clear that they are encouraging people
to take advantage of the flexibility
that has been given to them.

I think this is an ideal model for
going forward, not denying the prob-
lem, not trying to solve it all over-
night, not trying to have one size fits
all, but to deal with a minimal stand-
ard going forward that sets the base,
giving people a range of options to
meet it, and inviting their ingenuity
and their activity.

Mr. Speaker, there is no issue that is
more important that this Congress
should be addressing. Sadly, you know
we have not done much to deal with it
on the floor of the House, but the ad-
ministration is at least stepping for-
ward to not deny climate change, but
to be able to give people choices to
meet our objectives.

I commend the administration for
the steps they have taken, and I hope
that all Members will take the time to
familiarize themselves with it and
what their States can and should do to
be able to meet that objective for
America to exercise leadership at home
and abroad—meet these minimal objec-
tives and to exceed them in the years
ahead.

As we did with acid rain, we can do
with carbon emission. I urge my col-
leagues to focus on how we can do this,
so we can make it a great success story
to preserve the future of our children
and grandchildren. I appreciate the op-
portunity to share this discussion.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——————

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 201(b)
of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 (22 USC 6431) and the order
of the House of January 3, 2013, of the
following individual on the part of the
House to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a term
ending May 14, 2016:

Ms. Hannah Rosenthal,
Wisconsin.

Milwaukee,

——————

ONGOING STRUGGLE AGAINST
BOKO HARAM
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60
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minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, last week, I spent four days in
Nigeria, and while in Abuja, I met with
one of the Chibok girls who escaped
after the infamous mid-April Chibok
school abduction.

This brave young woman has suffered
much, was clearly traumatized, and in
deep emotional pain. You could hear it
in her voice. You could see it in her
eyes, as she sat motionless, recounting
her tragic story, yet she spoke of con-
cern not for herself, but for her friends
and classmates who remain in cap-
tivity. She pleaded for their rescue and
for their protection.

In Nigeria last week, I met with a
Muslim father of two girls abducted
from the Chibok school. Fighting back
tears, he said the agony was unbear-
able. The story of his daughters under-
scored the fact that Boko Haram bru-
talizes Muslims as well.

Last week, I also met with several
other Boko Haram victims, including a
Christian mother whose two daughters
were abducted in February of 2012.

For the past 2 years, this mom has
had no idea where her two girls are or
whether or not those two daughters are
dead or alive. She told me that her hus-
band was shot on the spot when they
raided her home, simply for being a
Christian.

Three months later, Boko Haram re-
turned and asked if her son had con-
verted to Islam. When she said no, he
was shot and killed.

Mr. Speaker, on another trip to Nige-
ria, last September, I traveled to the
city of Jos and visited churches that
were firebombed by Boko Haram and
met with survivors, those who lost
loved ones and those who have been
wounded in those terrorist attacks.

In an internally displaced camp, I
met with a man named Habila Adamu.
Habila Adamu lived in the north, had
fled to Jos, but here was a situation
where Boko Haram broke into his
home, put an AK-47 to his face and
said: If you convert to Islam, I will
spare your life. If you don’t, I will
shoot you.

He told the terrorists: I am ready to
meet my Lord.

He was shot immediately, with his
wife pleading with the terrorists not to
do so. It blew away much of his face.
When I met with him, I was so moved
by his story, I invited him to a hearing.

When he testified, he told that story
to members of the Subcommittee on
Africa, Global Health, Global Human
Rights, and International Organiza-
tions, and you could have heard a pin
drop—what courage, what tenacity,
what love. I was struck by the fact that
he had absolutely no malice for the
man who pulled the trigger, who al-
most turned him into a martyr.

In Jos, I also met with Archbishop
Kaigama and Muslim leaders in that
city who told me how Christian and
Muslims were working together to as-
sist the victims and to try to mitigate
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the threat, but, Mr. Speaker, the vio-
lence has gotten demonstrably worse
and shows absolutely no signs of abat-
ing.

After the May 20 Boko Haram bomb-
ings in Jos that Kkilled 118 innocent
people—that is less than a month ago—
and wounded at least 56, Catholic Arch-
bishop Kaigama, an extraordinarily
brave and compassionate religious
leader, reminded the world that Boko
Haram is faithful to its target of elimi-
nating and destroying Christianity
from parts of the country.

They only difference is that we are
not just seeing Christians dying and
being abducted, we are seeing attacks
on Muslims, as well, who Boko Haram
considers not Muslim enough.

The Archbishop said:

The international community can help in a
number of important ways. The sale of arms
is of grave concern. In short, the government
needs help in cutting the supply lines of
Boko Haram.

Mr. Speaker, Emmanuel Ogebe, spe-
cial counsel for the Justice for Jos
Project and also a leader in the Jubilee
Campaign testified yesterday:

Boko Haram continues to ravage northern
Nigeria, killing over 1,000 people in 8 weeks.
The terrorists are bolder and more diabolical
than ever and have completely overrun sev-
eral borderline rural communities. Prior to
the Chibok schoolgirl abductions, much of
the international response was inattention
and inaction. Now, it is attention, but inad-
equate action.

Mr. Ogebe also testified that it took
the United States 26 months after the
first two Americans were attacked and
1 year after the third and fourth Amer-
icans were targeted before Boko Haram
was designated as a foreign terrorist
organization by the Obama administra-
tion.

I would note, for the record, that dur-
ing the last 2 years, I have pushed
hard—and I am not the only one in this
Congress who has done so—to designate
Boko Haram as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization, or FTO. I introduced legis-
lation, H.R. 3209, the Boko Haram Ter-
rorist Designation Act of 2013, in an at-
tempt to make it so.

On December 13 of last year, I
chaired yet another congressional
hearing on Boko Haram and was pre-
pared to advance the legislation. How-
ever, on the day before the hearing, the
Obama administration finally an-
nounced FTO designation—late, but
welcomed—which is designed, in part,
to slow or help interdict the flow of
arms and terror financing.

Mr. Speaker, at yesterday’s hearing,
we also heard from the former Amer-
ican Ambassador to Nigeria, Robin
Renee Sanders, an experienced and
very distinguished diplomat, who told
my committee:

Nigeria is at the beginning of a long war,
and they have to realize this. This is no
longer a localized conflict or insurgency.
There is no easy fix, and every attack and re-
sponse to Boko Haram cannot be viewed as a
death knell blow to it. A long-range security
framework to the terrorist threat is what is
needed.
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Ambassador Sanders said:

The security services need to regroup, re-
approach, and readdress it as such, in order
to begin to get off their heels on the defen-
sive and get on an aggressive offense. This
has not happened yet, and Boko Haram has
not only succeeded in terrorizing 60,000
square miles of territory, but it is also evi-
dent that, with the late April 2014 attacks,
that they have the ability to reach locations
just 15 kilometers outside of Abuja, either
with sleeper cells or with bombs getting past
checkpoints.

Current Nigerian security services have
never experienced anything like this, like
what it is facing with Boko Haram. Boko
Haram is executing asymmetrical warfare,
and for the most part, this is outside of the
framework of the security forces and their
capability to effectively respond.

Among Ambassador Sanders’ rec-
ommendations were additional mate-
rial, especially mobile communications
equipment, vehicles, technologically-
based bomb detection equipment; im-
proved control over their very porous
borders; improved military planning,
logistics, equipment and supplies, in-
cluding sufficient spare parts and fuel;
expanded small Special Forces units
and a 24-7 counterterrorism center; es-
tablishing a satellite CT center closer
to the northeast region, so information
doesn’t take so long to react to or to be
analyzed; and more rapid response
forces, or what we call mobile units,
and probably more outposts.

Another expert at yesterday’s hear-
ing, Dr. Peter Pham, director, Africa
Center, Atlantic Council, testified:

A comprehensive strategy is required to re-
spond to the burgeoning threat posed by
Boko Haram, including the promotion of spe-
cialized training for Nigerian security forces.
Undoubtedly, the Nigerian security forces,
both military and police, need that assist-
ance in the fight. However, the need is less a
matter of personnel and equipment than
training, especially in intelligence and inves-
tigations.
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Mr. Speaker, while some training has
begun—and U.S. military personnel de-
serve high praise and thanks for their
professionalism, skill, and commit-
ment—much more needs to be done.
Human rights vetting must be im-
proved so that eligible soldiers are not
wrongfully excluded and intelligence
cooperation needs to be expanded.

Let me also express my gratitude to
our Embassy personnel for also work-
ing overtime in trying to mitigate this
threat and to do the work that the Em-
bassy does so selflessly. They are doing
a wonderful job, and I appreciate their
work in hosting and helping with my
trip there.

Finally, just let me say, nothing has
galvanized global opinion and a sense
of extreme urgency more than the ab-
duction of the Chibok schoolgirls, and
now other girls since. Some 20 more
girls were just abducted by Boko
Haram.

Despite escalating threats of ter-
rorism, however, many Nigerians, in-
cluding and especially the faith com-
munity—Catholics, Evangelicals, Mus-
lims—have responded with extraor-
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dinary courage, resiliency, resolve, and
empathy for the victims, and they hope
and they are working to ensure that
Boko Haram—the whole country—is
stopped.

Counterinsurgency training and in-
telligence capacity are among the
highest priorities, and my hope is that
more, not less, will be done going for-
ward in order to mitigate this threat
and to end the reign of terror that is
being promoted by Boko Haram.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———
TERRORIST ACTIVITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr.
much time is that?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
are approximately 53 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my good friend, CHRIS SMITH.
It turns out that he and I were in Nige-
ria around the same time. And I am so
grateful for his work. He cares so deep-
ly about life, about freedom, about reli-
gious liberty, as much as or more than
anybody I know in all of Congress. I am
so grateful to him for his great work.

It is heartbreaking to see people
killed, terrorized, kidnapped, sexually
abused, abused in all kinds of other
ways simply because of their faith.
That is going on in Nigeria and all over
the world right now.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. GOH-
MERT, thank you for your trip there
and your concern, which has been
throughout your entire career for
human rights in general, but also for
religious freedom.

This is a serious assault on religious
freedom, forced Islamization. Again,
those Muslims who do not agree with
the extremism are also targeted, but
Christians by and large.

At yesterday’s hearing, Mr. Ogebe
said that, of the 60 churches that have
been destroyed, three mosques have
been destroyed during that same time
period. This is an attack on the Chris-
tian faith and it is a slaughter of Chris-
tians.

I want to thank you for your leader-
ship on this.

Mr. GOHMERT. My friend brings up
an interesting point. When I was there
last week, a couple of the Christian
pastors from Nigeria that were work-
ing with the victims, one of them
pointed out to me that one of his
groomsmen was a Muslim and they are
still very, very close friends. Another,
who is a Nigerian woman who has done
extraordinary work in trying to help
victims, particularly Christian vic-
tims, one of her sisters that she loves
very much is Muslim.

The point that they were making is
that Christians and moderate Muslims
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have been able to live together for hun-
dreds of years, even in Nigeria, but this
radical Islam that has come in, espe-
cially in the north, is an abomination.
It is antithetical to everything that
Christians believe. As a result, they
don’t care how peace loving Christians
may be; you either convert or they kill
you.

Having visited with a couple of the
three girls who escaped—there were a
number of girls who were able to get
off the truck during the night, and
some others who escaped the school
that night and were able to run into
the woods in the dark. There were only
five or six who actually were in cap-
tivity and were able to escape. I have
met with three of them. A couple of
them were talking about it, and appar-
ently they were telling the girls, you
either convert to Islam or your prob-
lems get worse—repeated sexual abuse,
all kinds of other abuse. They would
say: Just convert to Islam and your
problems were over.

The trouble is, even when some of
these girls at the threat of their very
lives converted, which in and of itself
is an abomination, their problems were
not over. They were still being chided
as potential sex slaves for the rest of
their lives.

So it is something that ought to con-
cern all peace-loving people every-
where. I have talked to Democrats,
friends across the aisle. Republicans, I
know, were upset with what is hap-
pening.

As I mentioned, these victims, I am
not sure about the people my friend
Mr. SMITH met with in Nigeria, but the
people I met with had no idea that the
U.S. Government cared at all because
they don’t follow Twitter. And if you
don’t follow Twitter, you don’t know
that they have been doing
#bringbackourgirls and making them-
selves feel very good. It didn’t help the
victims one iota. They didn’t know. As
we are told in Christian churches all
our lives, they won’t care what you
know until they know that you care,
and Twitter doesn’t seem to convey
that.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Again, the
great urgent needs for the Nigerian
military are actionable intelligence
and the capacity to know what is going
on where, when, in real-time, and
training. There needs to be a reevalua-
tion of the vetting process, the Leahy
amendment which I absolutely agree
with; but when good troops and good
soldiers and, especially, good officers
are unnecessarily excluded because of a
taint that may be ascribed to their
unit rather than their individual per-
formance, that needs to be relooked at
so that we can train. There is a bat-
talion that is being trained by the U.S.,
but there needs to be far more training
in counterinsurgency.

I would say to my friend, I remember
a trip to Darfur. The Nigeria military
has been very robust in their peace-
keeping. I remember I met with Major
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